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Most people believe the end of the Civil War came at Appomattox with handshakes and amicable 

banter between Robert E. Lee and Ulysses S. Grant - an honorable ceremony amongst noble 

warriors. And so it has been remembered to this day. But the war did not end on April 9, 1865. A 

larger and arguably more important surrender had yet to take place in North Carolina. This part of 

the surrender story occupies but little space in the vast annals of Civil War literature, and as 

author Ernest A. Dollar Jr. will explain, the lens of modern science may reveal why. 

 

Durham, North Carolina native Ernest A. Dollar Jr. graduated from the University of North Carolina-

Greensboro with B.A. in History and B.F.A. in Design in 1993 and M.A. in Public History from North 

Carolina State in 2006. He served in the U.S. Army Reserve/North Carolina National Guard from 

1993-1999. Ernest has worked in several historic parks in both North and South Carolina, including as 

executive director of the Orange County Historical Museum, Preservation Chapel Hill. He currently 

serves as the director of the City of Raleigh Museum and Dr. M. T. Pope House Museum. 
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